
4-H CAVY 
RECORD BOOK 

 

 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age:__________________   Birth date:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Club name:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Leader’s name(s)______________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Years in 4-H:_____________________  Years in cavy project______________________________________ 
 
Record start date:________________  Record end date:__________________________________________ 

 
 
On a separate piece of paper attach photographs of your project.  Action photos 
are best, for example, trimming nails, brushing and grooming, posing, etc. 



CAVY INFORMATION 
 

What breed of cavy did you choose for this project?__________________________________________ 
 
Why?__________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Did your cavy come with a pedigree?_________________________________________________________ 
 
Where did you obtain your cavy?_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Ear tag number:____________________   Sex:___________________   Date of birth:__________________ 
 
Age as of today:____________________   Weight as of today:____________________ 
 
What brand of feed do you use?______________________________________________________________ 
 
What % of protein does it contain?___________________________________________________________ 
 
Why is the % of protein important?__________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Did you use conditioners or supplements in your feed and if so what were they?____________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What proportions do you feed and how often?_______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What type of equipment to you have to house and care for your cavy?_______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
QUESTIONS - Showmanship and Breed 
 

Why is showmanship important?_____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How many steps are there in cavy showmanship?____________________________________________ 
 
How should a cavy be posed for showmanship?______________________________________________ 
 
Are there any advantages to raising cavies and if so what are they?___________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List any disadvantages of raising cavies:______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is a pedigree?___________________________________________________________________________ 



KNOWLEDGE 
 

Ages 9-12 - answer three of the questions below 
Ages 13-15 - answer six of the questions below 
Ages 16 and older - answer all of the questions below 

 
Do all cavies have tails?_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do you treat fur mites?__________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What breeds have a prominently “roman nose”?_____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name the breed of cavy where “white” on the body is not acceptable? ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How many toes are on the front feet of a cavy?_______________________________________________ 
 
How many toes are on the back feet of a cavy?________________________________________________ 
 
Name two breeds of cavy that should have “rosettes”?_______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is a malocclusion?______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explain the importance of tattooing or tagging:______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the “Standard Of Perfection”?_______________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the A.R.B.A. and what do they have to do with cavies?______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is M.S.R.B.A.?___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
YOUR EXPERIENCES 
 

On a separate piece of paper tell us about your project.  List three things you learned. What 
would you do differently?  What did you enjoy most about the project?  Attach a feed 
card/label here as well. 

 



PARTS OF THE CAVY 
Ages 9-12 - label 5 parts;     Ages 13-15 - label 8 parts; 
Ages 16 and older - label all parts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVENTORY AND EXPENSES 

 

List all of the equipment you used to do this project:_________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List your project expenses below (housing, feed, etc) 

Example: 
Item #1—materials for housing 
                 Aquarium, cages, wood, wire nails etc……$30.00 
Item #2—feed 
                 4 5# bags of Bob’s Cavy feed $3/bag…….$12.00 
                 2 bags Muncho cavy treats $4/bag……..….$8.00 

 
4-H Leader’s comments 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4-H Rabbit/Cavy Specie Chair’s comments 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This record book was written by Tom and Denise Bretzke and the Leelanau Livestock 
Lovers 4-H Club.  Cover art was designed and drawn by Chris Bell, a member of Leelanau 
Livestock Lovers 4-H Club.  Sketch of the cavy taken from “ARBA Standard of 
Perfection.” 
 

 
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University 
Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, 
national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. 


